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Guide: How to use the OECD Open Government Dashboard? 

13 December 2021 

Introduction 

The Open Government Dashboard is built on Power BI, a service by Microsoft that allows creating 

interactive visualizations of data. The dashboard is organised in five sections, each of them with several 

sub-sections. Each sub-section contains one or more graph(s) displaying data from the 2020 OECD 

Survey on Open Government. By default, the results for all respondents of the questionnaire are displayed. 

However, users of the Dashboard can benefit from several features that allow them to make more nuanced 

analysis.  

This guide explains how to navigate the dashboard, and how to disaggregate, highlight and filter to extract 

meaningful insights from the data. 

Navigating the Dashboard 

As an example, you can see below the cover page of the first section. The cover page contains the titles 

of each-subsection. You can click on the title to view the sub-section. 

 

 

https://powerbi.microsoft.com/en-us/what-is-power-bi/
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Below you see the cover page of the first sub-section of Section 1. Here, you can see the titles of all the 

graphs that are contained in the sub-section at the bottom. 

 

  

To navigate to the graph, you can click on its title. 
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Another way of navigating the dashboard is to click on the arrows that are at the bottom of the page. You 

can also click on the page number and navigate to any page of the section from there. 

  

If you enlarge the visualization (by clicking on the enlarge button at the bottom-right corner ), you will 

also be able to navigate from the drop-down menu that appears on the bottom-left.  
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By default, each page shows the data for the total of respondents. You can hover over an element of the 

graph to view the percentage of respondents that have selected a certain option. The number of 

respondents per question is displayed in a box or table. This number represents the denominator for the 

percentages that you see in the graph. Not all respondents provided answers to all questions. 

  

Disaggregating data 

Disaggregating data allows you to compare the responses by groups. For example, you can choose to 

compare countries by whether they are members of the OECD or not. 

At the bottom of each graph you will find five buttons that allow for disaggregation: OECD membership, 

OGP membership, Region, State structure and HDI (for more information regarding these categorisations, 

please see the methodology section). There is a sixth button on the left-hand side that allows you to hide 

the table and get back to the default view. In some cases, the number of respondents used to calculate 

percentages is not displayed. In those cases you will also find a “display respondents” button. 
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In this example, we disaggregate responses by OECD membership. Clicking on the corresponding button, 

a table appears that shows you the number of countries that selected an option per group, and what 

percentage this represents per group. You can use the scroll bar on the right side (or the wheel of your 

mouse) of the table to view more categories. 

  

If you hover over the top-right angle of the table, a menu will appear. You can click on the “focus mode” 

icon ( ) to enlarge the table. You can do the same for graphs. 
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If you wish to quit the enlarged mode, you can click on “back to report”. 

 

Highlighting data 

Highlighting data allows you to display visually the comparison of a group against the total of respondents. 

For example, if you have disaggregated data by OECD membership, you display the percentage of OECD 

countries that selected an option against the total of respondents to the questionnaire on the graph. 

In order to highlight the results for a group, you first need to click on a button at the bottom of the page 

(e.g. to show data disaggregated by OECD membership). You can then click on a column heading of the 

table, thereby selecting a group of respondents (e.g. OECD members). You will notice that the bars 

displaying the total change to light blue and a new bar in dark blue appears. The new bar displays the 

percentages for the group of countries that you selected. 
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If you hover over a column (e.g. “One or several working definition(s)”) a message will appear, facilitating 

a comparison between the numbers for the total and the highlighted group. 

  

To quit the “highlight” mode, you simply need to click on the column heading again (only once). 

 

Filtering for data 

Filters allow you to select a certain group of respondents (and to leave out the rest). This helps you to 

reduce the amount of information on display and focus on the data you are interested in. For example, you 

may be interested in focusing only on OECD countries.  

The filters are on the left side of the screen as drop-down menus. There are the same five filters on each 

page: OECD membership, OGP membership, Region, State structure and HDI. In addition, there could be 
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one or two filters specific to the page you are viewing. You can click on the filter to display the drop-down 

menu with all the options, and select or un-select as many options as you like. 

  

When selecting options from the drop-down menu, you will notice that the graph changes immediately.  

For example the graph below displays responding OECD countries only. Having chosen the disaggregation 

by OGP membership before, you can view the share of OGP compared to non-OGP member countries 

that selected a specific option in the table.  

  

Please note that you reset your selection of filters when you select a different disaggregation. 

 


